
AN UNCOMMON LAND
FROM AN ANCESTRAL PAST OF ENCLOSURE TOWARDS A REGENERATIVE FUTURE

An Uncommon Land is a story of enclosure, 
dispossession, colonisation and – ultimately – 
hope for a better future. Through the lens of 
her ancestors’ stories, Catherine Knight throws 
light on the genesis and evolution of the 
commons, its erosion through enclosure and 
the ascendency of private property in parallel 
with the rise of capitalism – a history that has 
indelibly shaped New Zealand society and its 
landscape.

Like other European settlers, the lives and 
future prosperity of the author’s ancestors had 
their foundations in war, land appropriation 
and environmental destruction – but in their 
histories lie glimmerings of the potentiality of 
commons: tantalising hints of an alternative 
path to a re-commoned, regenerative future. 
From a past of enclosure, resource exploitation 
and exponential growth, this book shines light 
on the possibility of a different future, taking 
inspiration from our collective history.
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‘A highly original, intriguing and excellent work of scholarship, 
An Uncommon Land looks to the past to provide a pathway to a 

sustainable and fairer future. Weaving family histories of migration 
brilliantly into broader themes of colonisation, the commodification 
of land and climate change, Knight suggests we look to the concept 

of the commons as a way of managing finite environmental resources 
for the benefit of all. A timely, topical and essential read.’

VINCENT O’MALLEY

‘Knight’s research 
is wide ranging 

and impressive and 
the narrative flows 

seamlessly as she builds 
a complex and multi-

faceted argument.’

TOM BROOKING

•	 Richly illustrated with maps and photographs
•	 A unique, personal exploration of the past using ancestry as a lens
•	 Skilfully interweaves New Zealand history with global histories of  

migration and enclosure
•	 A must-read for anyone interested in social history, environmental history  

or political economy
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